REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

In the specification, the paragraph [0020] has been amended to more clearly 
describe the nature of the signals compared or summed at 23. 

The first page of the office action states that claims 1-5 are pending in the 
application. The application was filed with claims 1-6, all of which remain pending in 
the application. Claims 1, 2 and 4 have been amended to more clearly define the 
invention. Claim 1 has been amended to specifically state that the air flow rates is 
each of the bleed lines are compared to each other to derive individual flow matching 
signals for balancing the air flow rate for each of the engines. Claim 2 has been 
amended to include amended language fi"om claim 1 . Claim 4 has been amended to be 
more clear by changing the word "that" to "when". 

Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the claims 
rejections under 35 U.S.C. §112, first and second paragraphs. It is submitted that the 
specification clearly discloses and teaches others how to make and use the invention, 
and that the invention is distinctly claimed. The individual bleed air flow rate signals 
30a-32a are compared to each other at 35 to generate a reference signal equal to the 
lowest one of the signals 30a-32a (see paragraph [0024]). Each of the signals 30a-32a 
is in turn compared with the reference signal at 35a-35c, respectively, to generate 
error or relative difference signals 30b-32b. The error signal 30b-32b generated firom 
the lowest air flow signal 30a-32a will be equal to zero, since it is being compared to 
itself (see paragraph [0025]). The error signals 30b-32b are modified at the 
comparators 30e-32e by combining with the command signal which indicates when 
the systems which use the bleed air require more or less bleed air. The outputs fi-om 
the comparators 30e-32e control valve drive circuitry 1 ld-13d to operate the valves 
VI -V3 to balance the bleed air from the engines and also to increase or decrease the 
total bleed air in the common distribution line 17 based on a demand signal applied to 
the comparator 23. 
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As shown in the drawings, the comparators 23, 35a-35c and 30e-32e are 
summing circuits. It is respectfully submitted that the signals applied to these circuits 
do not have to be of the same type, namely, either pressure or flow. The command 
signal 25 is a signal which indicates when more or less air flow is needed in the line 
17. The same signal will indicate either the need for a higher or lower pressure in 17 
or the need for a higher or lower flow in the line 17. This signal is combined with the 
flow rate error signals 30d-32d at the comparators 30e-32e to modify the flow rate 
error signals to achieve an appropriate increase or decrease in the total air flow in the 
distribution line 17. It is submitted that a person of ordinary skill in the art would 
understand that the magnitude of the command signal 25 must be appropriate for 
combining with the flow rate error signals 30d-32d to control the valves VI -V3 to 
achieve the desired total flow in the distribution line 17. It is merely an error signal 
between the actual pressure and the desired pressure which is scaled for combining 
with and modifying the flow error signals to achieve the desired end result. It also 
should be appreciated that the error signals are not flow rates, but errors between 
compared flow rates. The command signal 25 from the comparator 23 is not intended 
to represent either a flow rate demand or a pressure demand. The command signal 
represents a command for any needed changes in the total flow through the 
distribution line 17. 

In view of the above amendments and comments, it is submitted that the 
specification and claims satisfy the requirements of 35 U.S.C. §1 12. Accordingly, 
withdrawal of the rejection is requested. 

Please extend the time for responding to the office action to the mailing date of 
this response. A Petition for a time extension with authorization to charge the 
extension fee to the deposit account of MacMillan, Sobanski & Todd, LLC is 
enclosed. 
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Applicant respectfully requests that a timely Notice of Allowance be issued 



Enclosure 

MacMillan, Sobanski & Todd, LLC 
One Maritime Plaza 
Fourth Floor 
720 Water Street 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 

(419) 255-5900 
Fax (419) 255-9639 
email todd@mstfirmxom 



this case. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Oliver E. Todd, Jr. 
Reg. No. 24,746 
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